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In whoſe Hands is Miſchief, and their Right Hand i is 2 * 
Bribes, Pſal. xxvi. 10. 

Thou halt wot take the Name of the. Lua thy God in vain, for 
the Lord will not hold him guilileſs who taketh his Name in 
vain, Exod, xx, 7, 

be Law is for Liars and for perjured Perſons 1 Tim. i. 9, 10. 

What is a Man profited if he fhall gain the whole World, and 

| boſe his own Soul? or what ſhall a Man give in Exchange 
* his Soul, Matt. ., 26. 
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Advertiſement. 


THE Subſtance of the following Ad- 
adreſs was publiſhed near forty 
Years fince; and, accidentally peruſing 
it ſome Time ago, I thought it merited 
reprinting at this uncture, with ſome 
Alterations which I judged proper: If . 
it does any Service to the Public in ge- 
neral, or to Individuals in particular, 
my Intentions are fully anſwered. 
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ADDRES S, FAY 


Dear F 2 bene F allow Engl w_ . 
men, and Fellow Chriſtians ; 


[” T cannot be imagined, that any 9 
ing Perſon ſhould, even as to temporal 
1 be careleſs and unconcerned about 
the Iſſue of the enſuing Elections, when the 
very Continuance of our Conſtitution depends 


upon your Choice of proper Repreſentatives, 


who ſhall probably decide whether we ſhall, 
or ſhall not, be any more a free People. 


But your temporal Regard is the leaſt of | 


my Deſign in this my Addreſs to you; tis 


your Souls, more than {Dear as they are] 


your Liberties and Properties, I am now en- 


deavouring to make you take care of. If you 


_ approve ſuch Repreſentatives as will, perhaps, 
inſtead of reſtoring to us triennial Parliaments, 
thereby leſſening the Term open to Corrup- 
3 tion, 


(| 
4 
. 
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. 
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Wb 
tion, and the ſecuring Places, Penſions, and Re- 
verſions for themſelves, Relatives or Depen- 
dants, at the Expence of your Labour and | 
Treaſure, that they may roll in Eaſe and Af- 
fluence ;--- of ſuch as will, perhaps, make 
themſelves a perpetual and ſtanding Parlia- 
ment (for who knows the Extent of their 


Power I) load you with more Taxes, obſtruct 


our too much already declining” Trade, har- 


raſs you, as they lately attempted, with freſh 


inſupportable Exciſes, and, in ſhort, ruin, 
beggar, enſlave, and undo you: -I ſay, if you 
approve ſuch, by all Means chuſe them to be 


your Repreſentatives ; but then, let your 
Choice be voluntary, and I intreat you do not. 
ſuffer yourfelves to be impoſed on in their 


Election by Bribery and Perjury; becaufe 


that is making yourſelves miſerable in rh 
next World, by making yourſelves wretched 


in this, which is too much in all reaſon. 
Methinks I hear already, -----You __ 
write to ferve a Party. I confeſs it: If to 
write in Favour of Chriſtianity, if to endea- 
your your eternal Welfare, I do write to 


ſerve a Party; and hope, though Infidelity 
has fo far over-ſpread the Land, I have yet 


A a great Majority on wy Side. You may ſup- 
poſe 
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poſe me a Whig or a Tory, a Clergyman or 
Layman, a Nobleman or Plebeian, a Church- 
man or Diſſenter; I apply to yau under no 
Name or Character but that of a Chriſtian. 
Under that Character, and in that Deno- 
mination, let me deſire you to anſwer me 
What would . you think of that man Who 
ſhould aſk for your Vote at the certain Penal- 
ty of your eternal Ruin, by an avowed Breach 
of the third Commandment ? For what leſs 
can be incurred, if any one can be baſe, vile or 
mean enough to accept a Bribe ; for, though 
the Caitiff that offers it is the principal Of- 
fender, yet the Wretch that receives it is e. 

qually culpable. | ; 
| Formerly indeed, the Crime was not fo 
heinous as at preſent, as Bribery alone was 
the Offence ; but that was found ſo detri- 
mental to the inherent Rights of the free- 
born Sons of this naturally ſupereminently 
happy Iſland, that it was found neceſſary, in 
the 2d Year of the Reign of his late Majeſty 
King George the IId, of maſt beloved Me- 
mory, in order to deter unthinking Conſti- 
tuents from ſelling their Freedom, and bar- 
tering their Inheritance, as Eſau, for a Meſs 
of Pottage, to oblige every Voter to make 
B 2 Oath 
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Oath that he has not received any Gift, Place 
or Promiſe, directly or indirectly, for his 
Vote, and every returning Officer to ſwear 
that he has received none for making any 
Return. 

To ſet before my Countrymen, more parti- 
cularly,theVileneſs of the complicatedOffence 
as it now is, of Bribery and Perjury, which 
are on this Occaſion inſeparably connected, 
give me leave to lay before you a Clauſe or 
two from that excellent Act at large, and 
hope in future, not one who bears the Name 
of Briton will ever be guilty of ſo great an 
Evil. 

« By the AR of the 2d Geo. II. intitled an 
Act for the more effectual preventing Bribery 
and Corruption, in the Election of Members 
to ſerye in Parliament, it is enacted, That 

« Every Freeholder, Citizen, Freeman, 
Burgeſs or Perſon, having or claiming to 
have Right to vote, or be polled at ſuch 
Election, ſhall, before he is admitted to poll 
at the ſame Election, take the n 
os ; that is to ſay, 


I A. B. 


1 

9 A. B. do ſwear (or being one of the Peo- 

ple called Quakers, I A. B. go folemnly 
affirm). I have not received or had, by myſelf, 
or any Perſon whatſoever, in truſt for me, or. 
for my Uſe and Benefit, direttly or marreety, 
any Sum or Sums of: Money, Office, Place or 
Employment, Gift or | Reward,” or any Pro- 
miſe or Security for. any Money, Office, En- 
ployment or Gift, in order to giue my Vote at 


this Election; and that 1 am not * 1 
before at this * 


„ And this every Sheriff, Agen Bailiff, 
Headborough, or other. Perſon, being the re- 


reading the Writ or Precept for the Election 


following Oath;” 


74 A. B. do S foear, that I have not, 
ditrectiy nor indirectly, received any Sum 


ment, Gratuity or Reward, or any Bond, 


whatſoever, either by myſelf or any other Per- 
Jon, to my Uſe or-Benefit or Advantage, for 


| making any Return at the preſent Election of 


turning Officer, ſhall immediately after the 


of ſuch Member, take and ſubſeribe pom 


or Sums of Money, Office, Place or Employ- 


Bill or Note, or any Promiſe or | Gratuity | 


— 


ö 


Members to ferve in Parliament; and that I 
ll! avill return ſuch Perſon or Perſons, as ſhall, to 


the beſt of my Judgment appear to me to have 
be Majority of legal Votes. 


Noa can any Voter come ; up to the SE 
| Orvis of God, in which is denounced eternal 
Vengeance againſt Lyars, to take the above 
recited Oath, with a Bribe from one of the 
Candidates in his Pocket? or, having received 
a Bribe, wherever it is /adged? or having the 
promiſe of one, or any thing like it, by 
bimſetf or another, directly or indiretly? Can 
he, I ſay, come up to the Holy Volume, and 
lay his Hand upon it, and will he not zremble 
'' and turn pale? Will not the Blood turn cold 
wit bin him, and recede from his Heart? Will 
not the Foints of his Loins be looſed, and bis 
Knees ſinite againſt one another, as Belſhazzar's 
did at the Sight of the Hand- uriting upon the 
Wall? [Daniel, 5, 6.] for this Man, when 
he ſecs that Hand-auriting the Oath ſpread 
before him, ſees his Deſtruction, as he by 
his Wickedneſs has made it no leſs than 
Belſhazzar did his, when he comes to repeat 
the Words I —— do ſwear, &c. Swear 
what? That I have not done what I know 
I 


1 16 1 
I dave done. That I call God, in the met 
ſolemn and ſacred manner, to witneſs tlie | 
Lye which I am now going to utter: Will | 


Roof of his Mouth ? Will he not. ſhudder 
at the Apprehenfions of his being ftruck dead 
on the Spot, or dread leſt the Hand which 
touches the Divine Scriptures ſhould in- 
ſtantly rot off? Though nothing of chat 
nature is indeed likely to happen; God does 
not owe a wicked People fo much Favour | 
as to terrify them into their Duty by imme- 
diate and extraordinary Judgments : , they 
believe not Moſes and the Prophets, (Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles) neither will they be per- 
ſuaded th one roſe from the Dead; [Luke 
xvi. 31.] or tho' others were ſent thither, as 
Ananias and Saphira were: Preſent ſuddem 
temporal Death will probably be inflicted 
upon few or. none, as a Puniſhment of the 
Perjury, but let all who have the leaſt In- 
clination to be guilty. of it tremble at the 
thoughts of Eternal Death, which is infi- 
nitely worſe. Let the Wretch think before 
he is foreſworn, that he comes to /zal his 
Damnation wy —_ the Devine _ as 


not the Tongue of ſuch a Man cleave to the 


1 
Judas did his, by kiſſing their Divine Author] 
and here, by the way, let it be obſerv'd, that 
Judas, Who betray'd his Saviour, was himſelf” 
betrayd into that Treachery by being 
BRIBED. 

Some perhaps may flatter themſelves that 


the Oath will be taken in a Hurry, and a 


Crowd; ſo many Hands will be on the 
Book at once, the Court G Huſtings will 
be ſo throng'd, that nobody will diſcern their 
guilty Faces, and the Words, for Diſpatch, 
repeated ſo faſt, that few will hear them; 


nay it will be eaſy for many to avoid ſpeaking 
the Words, kiſſing, or even touching the 
| Book at all, and ſo all is fafe becauſe they 
have not really taken the Oath ; ſome will 
come probably half drunk; others quite ſo, 
and then again will drink to waſh down the 


Oath, as I am told ſome have profanely 


expreſt themſelves upon ſimilar Occaſions ; 


but is this a /efening the Guilt!---Is it not an 
high and inflaming Aggravation of it? I 
will not put ſo. great an Affront upon the 


Common Sence, much leſs the Good Sence, of 


my Countrymen and Fellow Chriſtians, to 
anſwer this by a formal Confutation : I 
only obſerve, as to one or two parts of it, 

that 
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that if Man cannot diſcern your Faces, Gov. 
diſcerns your Hearts; and for thoſe. who 
flatter themſelves that they do not really 
tale the Oath, becauſe they do not feat the. 
Words, touch or kiſs the Book, &c. This 
is ſo mean a Subterfu ge, ſo infamous 4 Pre= 
varication, both with God and Man, that it i is 
(if poſſible) worſe Perjury than what they aim 
to avoid. They come to ſwear, they are by 
every one thought to ſwear, they defire to be 
thought to ſwear, for otherwiſe they could not 
vote: but, by this Feſuitical Jumbling of 
ſwearing and not fearin g, they doubly for ſwear 
themſelves, and are of all Miſereants the vileſt. 
I hope there will be found no ſuch Popiſh- 
Proteſtants; or Proteſtant-Papiſts, among the 
Good People of England. 

What has been ſaid of the Voters, may be 
applied to the Returning Officers, and ſome- 
thing more, becauſe more depends upon bis 
Behaviour, than upon. any other ſingle Per- 
ſon's ; and aceordingly, to make the Oath (if 
that can be) more ſolemn, he ſubſcribes it, as 
well as ratet it, Can he then ſwear that he has 
not received any Gift, Place, Gratuity or Pro- 
miſe Fs for makin g his Return, when 
he #nows he has ? That is the aſſertory Part 
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of the Oath; the other is promiſſory : he ſwears 
that he will return ſuch Perſon or Perſons as 


ſhall, to the beſt of his Fudgment, appear to him 


to have the Majority of legal Votes: Well then 


does he #zeþ his Oath ? Does he not canda- 


houſly and impiouſly forfevear himſelf, if he re- 


turns one who he nous, or even believes, has 


not a Majority of legal Votes? And this too 


tho he has received no Gift, Gratuity or Pro- 
miſe. whatever, but is only biafſed and preju- 
diced by Partiality to his Patty, or any Way 
inflaenced by the Candidate, or by any Lord, 


Spiritual or Temporal, who cannot, without a 


high Breach of the Priviledges of the Com- 
mons of England, intermeddle at all in theſe 


Elections. 


But to conſider the Vorers and the Returns 
ing Officer in Conjunction, and as equally con- 
cerned: --- Some Perjuries may ſeem, atleaſt, 
to be /oftened by Circumftances, as that the 

Matter may be difficult, doubtful and obſcure 
the Fact at a Diftance, done long fince ; and 
yet the Perſon may be ſufficiently forſworn ;. 
but, to take a Falſe Oath about the plaingſt 
Fact, to ſwear I have not done what I jusT 
Now have done, or that I i not do what 1 
am reſolved, and JusT Now going to do, when 


I know 


3 
I know that the Oath Tam taking was MADE | 
ON PURPOSE TO PREVENT that very Thing 
which I have jusr now done, or am JUST 
Now going to do, to come coolly and with de- 
liberate 7. hougbt, to give my Voice for ſuch 
or ſuch a Man, when I #now I can nat give it 
without being PERJURED in the moſt deteſt- 
able Manner l- What Heart is hard enough 
to endure the Thoughts of this before Gop ? 
What Forehead fo ſteeled, or bronzed with Im- 
pudence, as to look any Man in the Face, 
while he is doing, or after he has done it, 
though he is ſenſible that no one can be con- 
ſcious of his Perjury, but Gop, his Briber and 
hunſelf ? . 5 

Bribery in itſelf, in its own Nature, is one 
of the fouleſt and baſeſt Crimes that can be 
committed, as well as the moſt pernicious in 
its Con/equences, to any Kingdom or Com- 
monwealth. Nothing can be more infamous 
than he that takes a Bribe, unleſs it be he 
that gives one; no Man of Henor, or even 
of common Honeſty, can be guilty of either. 

However {lightly it may be thought of by 
fome who call themſelves Chriſtians, and by 
others, who, though chriſtened, glory in nat 
being Chriſtians, it was ever held in the utmoſt 
: © COR Abhorrence 


Abhorrence by the ancient moral Heathen; 
and, if the very Pagan Moraliſts condemned 
it, we may be ſure the Holy Scriptures do. 

* The Prophet Ifaiah (ſays the excellent 
* Biſhop Sanderſon, in his Sermons) ſpeaking 
of an upright juſt Man, deſcribeth him, a- 
mong other Things by this; that he ſhaketh 
his Hands from holding Bribes. [Ifa, xxxiii. 
* 15.] As a Man would ſhake off a Viper, or 
© other venomous Beaſt, that ſhould offer to 
faſten upon his Hand, as St. Paul did at 
Malta.“ The Expreſſion is beautiful and 
elegant, and any ſerious Confiderer muſt be 
deeply affected by it. 

This Practice is likewiſe forbidden, Exod. 
Xxiii. 8, and Deut. xvi. 19. and the Reaſon 
given is, it blinds the Eyes, i. e. corrupts and 
darkens the Uzder/tanding or Judgment. What 
is rendered Gift in our Bibles, is meant Bribe 
in both theſe Places, as may be ſeen by com- 
paring them with 1 Sam. xii. 3. Of whoſe 
Hands have I received a Bribe 5 blind mine 
Eyes therewith ? and it is taxed by the'Pro- 
phet Amos, as a Sin of a very high Nature, 
mighty Sin, Ch. v. 12. I know your manifold 
Tranſgreſions and your mighty Sims, they affiet 
the Fut, they take a Bribe, &c. | 
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You will ſay, it may be that all this relates 
only to Judges, and Perſons concerned in 
Courts of Judicatures ; but if you do you de- 
ceive yourſelves, The Texts cited from the 
two Prophets ſpeak of Bribery indefinitely, 
and in general Terms, 

And though in Exodus and D 
Judges only are mentioned, yet others are not 
therefore excluded; and if the Regſon of the 
Prohibition holds with reſpect to others, they 
muſt needs be affected by it, Now I aſk you, 
Does not a Bribe end your Eyes in voting for 
Parliament Men, as much as it does a Judge's 
upon the Bench, or a Juryman's at the Bar? I 
appeal to your own Conſciences: When you 
vote for a Man who has bribed you, do you 
not vote for him becauſe he has bribed you, 
though you; do, and muſt know (if you have 
but the Gift of common Senſe) that he is not 
fit to be a Member Parliament for that very 
Reaſon? And is not this having your Eyes 
blinded? Do you not, for the Sake of the 
Bribe, wilfully ſhut them, and labour not to 
ſee what you really do ſee? Did you never 
hear that well-known Saying, Thoſe who 
5 buy their Seats i in. the Houſe of Commons 
£6 muſt fell their Vates there ;” or whether 


you 
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[ 18 ] 
you have heard it before or no, do you not 
now, from your Hearts, believe it to be true ? 
Does not he, who in Parliament votes by the 
Influence of Money, Place, or Penſion, betray 
Bis Truſt? and therefore do not you, who by 
the Influence of Money or Profit ſend him 
thither, betray yours? And is there 30 Sin 
in all this? Is it not the Height of Wicked- 
neſs ? He that bribes will himſelf be bribed ; 
nay, he bribes in order to be bribed, and ſo 
All runs round in a Circle of Sribing and be- 


ing bribed, till this Iniquity is, in Effect, 


eſtabliſhed by the nefarious Cuſtom, and the 
Deſtruction of the Nation compleated. 
The Words Bribery and Corruption are, 
both in ancient and modern Languages, 
coupled together, and mean the ſame Thing. 
Our wile Legiſlature ſpeaks that Language in 
the very Ad which is the Subject of my pre- 
fent Addreſs to you; and why ? Becauſe Bri- 
bery corrupts and debauches thoſe, both Grvers 
and Receivers, who are concerned in it, and 
is, in a Manner, all Vice and Villainy in a lit- 
tle. I'once more appeal to yourſelves, Whe- 
ther you do not think that the prodigious 
Extravagance and Luxury, Debauchery and 
Profaneneſs, Falſchood and Fraud, and the 
| almoſt 


EE 
almoſt Extinction of Morality and Modeſty 
among us, be owing to any Thing ſo much 
as to this ſingle Corruption of Bribery, if that 
can be called a ſingle one which includes al- 
moſt all others ? 

Thus far Bribery, as it is in 1 60 and in 
its immediate unavoidable Conſequences. But 
what ſhall we ſay of it, when it is backed and 
ſeconded by PERJURY? Good God! What 
indeed? For my own Part I want Words to 
expreſs my Thoughts upon ſo direful and tre- 
mendous a Subject. An Oath was ever in all 
Ages, in every Nation, Heathen as well as 
Jewiſh or Chriſtian, deem'd a religious Act, 
even one of the higheſt, moſt ſolemn and ſacred 
Parts of Religion. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord 
thy God, and ſhalt ſerve him, and ſhalt SWEAR.” 
BY His NAME, ſays God himſelf by his di- 
vine Law-giver [ Deut. vi. 13. and x. 20.] t 
which you would do well to add another Text 
in the ſame Book, Ch. xxviii. 58. That thow 
mayſt fear this glorious and fearful Name THE 
Lord TV Gop, conſequently not take that 
fearful Name in Vain, in the worſt Senſe, by 
perjuring or forſwearing yourſelves. You ſee 
the Fear and Service of God is join'd with 
wearing by him; and * moſt learned and ju- 
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dicious Biſhop Sanderſon, before cited, gives 
us the very Definition of an Oath, that it is 
* a religious Af, by which God is invoked 
*« asa Witneſs to confirm a doubtful Matter.” 
In the Caſe now before us, the doubtful Matter 
is, Whether the Man has taken Money for 
his Vote or no? To reduce this Doubt to 
Certainty, he ſwears he has not, that is, he 
calls God, the Searcher of Hearts, to witneſs 
that he has not. If, notwithſtanding this, he 
bas taken Money for his Vote, he makes that 
as certain as it can be with Relation to other 
Men, which, indeed, is ſo far from being 
certain, that it is utterly falſe. Thus he de- 
ceives Man and mocks Gop, in the higheſt 
Degree profanes the Name of God, as much 
as in him lies eludes and defeats the whole 
Deſign of an Oath, and commits one of the 
moſt heinous Sins that can be conceived or 
imagined. If an Oath will not bind us no- 
thing will; the Bands of Human Society, 
and the moſt facred Ties between God and 
Man, are diflolved. | 

Among Chriſtians there is indeed one, and 
but one, - AF of Religion, which may be 


thought more ſolemn than an Oath : I ſay 
may be thought, for I queſtion whether it be 


OF 


br nd. However the Word Sacrament, in 
the Language whence we took it, ſignifies an 
Oath, which may teach us what a N otion the 
Chriſtian World has, and ever had, of the 
| Sacredneſs of an Oath. Should a Man, after 

having /ealed bis Lie with Perjury, ſeal his 
Perjury by taking the Sacrament upon it, he 
would only encreaſe his Guilt, not make it; 
for the Perjury itſelf is the Ruin of his Soul, 
and that ſurely is more than ſufficient. 

But as Infidelity abounds among us, you 
may probably be told by ſome Men, that I 
have all this while been proceeding upon a 
wrong Principle ; meaning upon Suppoſition 
there 1 a God, that the Chriſtian Religion is 
true, and that there is ſuch a Thing as the 
Divine Vengeance and future Puniſhment : I 
have indeed argued upon that Suppoſition, 
but not on a falſe Principle, for the Suppoſi- 
tion is moſt infallibly true. I need not, in a 
Letter written on a particular Occaſion, prove 
thoſe general Points, the Being of God, and the 
Truth of Chriſtianity ; . theſe have been 
done unanſwerably a thouſand Times over; 
and it has been clearly demonſtrated, that not 
only the Facts urged as Proofs of Chriftianity. 
are true, but that it is impeſſble they ſhould be 
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Contempt of every rational Creature. 
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falſs; whereby the wretched Cavils of our 


modern Infidels are expoſed to the Scorn and 
Iwill 
only, in a Word or two, ſuggeſt a few Things 
to your Thoughts: If we cannot be aſſured 
of theſe. Facts, we can be aſſured of none, 
which we did not fee ; a Paradox ſo prodigi- 


ous no one in his Senſes will attempt to af- 
firm! Nay, if theſe Facts were falſe, it is im- 


poſſible now to prove them ſo : and I might 
aſk, What Madneſs is it to attempt to prove 
falſe, plain Matters of Fact, which all Man- 
kind, Enemies as well as F riends, have allow- 
ed to be true almoſt eighteen Hundred Years? 
Again, perhaps theſe Men may tell you there 
is no. ſuture State after Death ; but can they 


prove it? No: 'tis impoſſible they ſhould, - 


even if there were none. Ours therefore is the 
ſafer Side, to put it at the weſt and I think 
L have put it very /ow, ſince it has been over 
and over proved to a Demonſtration that there 
is ſuch a State. 

Conſider, I beſeech you, what an Opinion 
you ought to have of thoſe Men, who, in or- 


der to deſtroy your Liberties and Properties 


take fo . Pains to nen your Souls. I 
/ mean 


[ 2% 
mean if there are ſuch Men; and whether 
there are or no, let the Nation judge. 

Thoſe who would corrupt you, will moſt 
probably facer at all this, and call you Fools | 
to believe one Word of it; But is there any 
argument in a Giggle or Grin? They may, 
it is poſſible, laugh you out of your Religion, 
but will they be able to laugh you into Peace 
and a quiet Mind again ; When you come to 
lie on a Death-bed, will they then be able to 
Bris that Witneſs and Fudge in your own 
Breaſts your Conſcience ? When Death, with 
its Ghaſtly Viſage, ſtares you in the Face, 
and Hell opens its Jaws to receive it? 

And let not the Hopes of Repentance hetoce 
you die prevail on you to commit the black 
Hence, if ſo you encreaſe your crime: May you 
not die within a Year, a Month, a Week, a 
Day after you have been guilty of the Bribery 
and Perjury? Or if you ſhould live ever ſo 
long after it, do you conſider what it is to re- 
pent? Tis not merely being ſorry for it, con- 
telling, begging Pardon, and repeating Lord 
forgive me! will do; for, without God's 
Grace, there can be no true Repentance: and 
how can you expect that, when you „nnd 
upon Preſumption that you ſhould have that 
5 Ss ' Grace? 
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Grace ? Sinned with a preſumptuous Defign of 
repenting, which is the hig and moſt pro- 
voking Aggravation of Guilt that can be well 
imagined? It is agreed among Divines and 
Moraliſts (and your own Reaſon will tell you 
the ſame) that, with reference to Acts of In- 
juſtice, there can be 79 Repentance without 
'' Reſtitution, if it be in the Man's Power to 
make it; if not, there can be no /uch Repen- 
|! tance as he can be aſſured is true, and will be 
1910 accepted. And what Reſtitution, what Satis- 
{+ faftion or Reparation can you make to your 
injured Country for the Miſchief you have 
done it, after you haye ſpent the Bribe in Riot 


— ww 


P CIA army 


aand Vice, or even in the neceſſary Proviſion 
FE for yourſelves and Families? 

| | 9 This puts me in mind of a Thought many 

of you may, perhaps, flatter yourſelves with. 
| Wit --- What is the Public to me? (ſays a poor 3 
il Voter, I muſt look to myſeff in the firſt Place: 3 
let thoſe who are Rich take care of the Nation, 43 
Il want to maintain myſelf and Family; here I 3 
| ſhall have ten, twenty, fiſty, perhaps a Hun- 4 N 
| Fdred Pounds, for my Vote, when I am not 1 

Fil worth a Hundred Shillings in the World. 
| Though all this Reaſoning is quite wrong, 
and eyery Man, even the meaneſt, ought not I 


for 


11 
for his own private Advantage, to injure the 
Public; yet waving that, and conſidering the 
Bribery and Perjury only, will you then be 
damned fog this Hundred Pounds, or whatever 
the Sum be, though you never ſo much want 
it for yourſelf and Family? Suppoſe there was 
no Danger of Death in it, would you feal a 

Hundred Pounds? Would you break open 4 
Houſe or Rob upon the Highway for it ?---Bri= 
bery is as bad as moſt Sorts of Robbery, and Per- 
jury worſe than any. I mean this Bribery and 
this Perjury at leaſt. Nay this Bribery is f 
itſelf Robbery; the Public is robb'd by it, 

the Public Welfare muſt ſuffer by it. | 
Thoſe who are conyinced by what I have 
ſaid (as every Body muſt be who has not loſt 
his Reaſon) and yet have a mighty Mind to be 
fingering the Money offer'd at the approaching 
Elections, can have no Reſource but to flatter 
and deceive themſelves by Shifts and Eva- 
ions, and endeavour to perſuade their poor 
Souls that 7hey are not bribed, and conſe- 
quently not forſworn, when they really are, 
One ſays he has a Place, Office or Employ- 
ment already, and tho' he is threatened to be 
turned out of it if he does not vote as he is 
dir —_ yet he takes nothin g. but only keeps 
| what 
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what he had before: But is not this groſs 
Prevarication ? What is the Continuation of 
his Place, on theſe Conditions, but the Wages 
of Bribery? Is he not as much influenc'd in 
his Vote, by keeping his old Place, as by re- 
ceiving a new one? If he expects to eſcape 
the Puniſhment due to the Crimes of which 
I am ſpeaking, he muſt throw up his Place, 
rather than keep it on ſuch Conditions. This 
he will fay is very hard: It will ruin him and 
his Family. It is very hard I confeſs, and 


let thoſe anſwer it who put that Hardſhip 


upon him. However, the Loſs of his Son is 
much worſe than the L6ſs of his Livelihood, 

Ti not for myſelf, ſays another; tis for 
my-Father, my Son, my Brother, my Couſin, 
He has, or is to have, the Place, ot the 
Office, or the Penſion, not 7. But if you vote 
upon ſuch a Conſideration for another, is not 
that doing it indirectly for yourſelf ? A Man 
cannot do a Thing.for another without doing 
it, tho' not immediately, yet mediately and 
indire&ly for himſelf, for all refolves into 
himſelf in the laſt Reſort, In this Caſe he is 
plainly hiaffed, prejudiced, prevailed with, by a 
G N, in Wi N of his Vote, and by perſonal 
Mot ives, 


En 

 Motives, manifeſtly contrary to the _ 

and Intention of the Oath. _ 
- A third fays, he has received no Reward or 
Gift for his Vore, and intends to receive none. 
His Landlord, tis true, has given him ſtrong 
Hints that he will abate of his Rent, or fa- 
vour him in his next Leaſe ; but this is not 
Bribery 1 aſk you, Do you not vote upo | 
ſuch Hopes; upon ſuch a Proſpect? It you 
do, Is not this indirect Bribery? And if it be, 
Is not your taking the Oath direct Perjury ? 
For is not the Word indirectiy, a8 well as 
directly, in the Oath. A 
Such a Gentleman, ſays Wan ſent me | 
indeed a very handſome Preſent,: but I did not 
promiſe to poll for him on that Account; nay, 
he himſelf did not ſay a Word about it. Tis 
true, indeed, I intend to give him my Vote, 
but tis not upon the Score of that Preſent, 
but becauſe he is an honeſt Gentleman: And 
is he the leſs honeſt to his Country for being 
kind to me? I would have ferv'dhim-at his 
Election whether he bad ſent me that Preſent 
or no: And how then am I bribed ?- To all 
this I anſwer, tis nothing but the Sophiſtry 
of the Devil and your ownakour'd A delu - 
Joon. E your oπ¹un !Confoience flu- 
; roughly, 
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roughly, and I defire no better Evidence. 
Tho' he ſaid nothing to you about voting, do 
you think he would have ſent you that Pre- 
ſent if you had not had a Vote at his Election? 
Do you not &now he would not? ls not this 
therefore indirect Bribery? And does not 
your Conſcience tell you, that for that very 
Reaſon you ought f to vote for him? The 
execrable Practice of Bribing and being bribed, 
under Pretence of laying Wagers, giving and 
receiving one Hundred Pounds for a Horſe or 
Cow, &c. not worth five Pounds, and then. 
taking the Oath, is ſuch impious and profane 
Mockery as is enough to draw down the im- 
mediate Vengeance of Heaven; tis mating 
a Jeſt of Hell Fire, and playing with Damna- 
tion. 
Other Caſes of tha 8 chat! is, RY in- 
direct Bribery, might be mentioned, but 
theſe which I have named are ſufficient to 
give you a clear Idea of them all. The infa- 
mous and knaviſh Practice of ſplitting Free- 
holds, and other Tenures, is a Matter of 
ſomewhat different Conſideration, and ſo I 
paſs it over. I will only add, that theſe 
Shifts, Shuffles, and Evaſions, are, in one 
Ref ** 2 than the * gra eſt downright . 
Bribery 


[ 29 | 
Bribery and Perjury. (I ſay in one Reſpedl 
for upon the whole ſcarce any thing can be 
worſe) inaſmuch as they are ſo many 2 
critical Prevarications with God and ones own 
Conſcience, which are high Aggravations of 
Guilt. In ſhort if you vote upon any View 
of private Gain to yourſelf or your Relations, 
for a Man you would not otherwiſe vote for, 
it is in ect a Bribe: you ought in Truth to 
vote with no other view than that of chuſing 
Perſons who you think, in your own Con- 
ſcience, will beſt ſerve their Country; and 
who do you think is moſt likely to do that? 
A Gentleman in your Neighbourhood, with 
whom you are acquainted, and know to be @ 
Perſon of Virtue and Honor, and would no 
more offer you a Bribe than you ought to take 
one? Ora Man who is ſent down ta you from 
London, with a Bag of Money, or Bank Notes, 
to bribe the County, or the whole Borough; 
whoſe Face you never ſaw, whoſe Name you 
never heard of, or, if you pleaſe, one of whom 
you either know Nothing, or of whom you 
know xo Good, but rather the contrary. 
The Words well affected and diſaffected to 
his Majefty-and his Government, will, I ſup- 
poſe, according t to ann, be ſaunded | in your 
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Ears as ſome Mens Turn is beſt ſerved with 


either of them. I hope none will be choſen 
but ſuch as are well affected to his Majeſty 


and his Government; by his Government I 
do not mean any particular ſet of Miniſters, 
but the whole Legiſlative Power collectively. 
Yet at the ſame Time, let me pray you. to 
conſider you are to chuſe Repreſentatives, not 


of the King, nor of the Court, not of the Mi- 


niſtry, nor of the Lords, but of the People, 
that is, of your/efves. The Houſe of Com- 
mons is, by its Inſtitution, the Barrier of our 
Liberties againſt the Lords, and the Crown 
itſelf, ſhould either of them encroach upon 
thoſe Liberties. 

While J write this laſt, Ido not Seger my 


main Deſign, which is not ſo much the Care 
of your temporal Intereſts as of your eternal; 


for your Souls are deeply concerned in what I 
have now ſaid, becauſe the ultimate Defign of 
the Oath you are to take is to ſecure the Rights 
and Liberties of the Commons of England. One 
of the great Securities of thoſe their Rights 
and Liberties (nay the chief of all) is, that the 
Choice of Repreſentatives to ſerve them in 
Parliament is veſted ſolely in themſelves; but 
it is NO otherwiſe in themſelves, than merely in 


, | Name, 


L 
N. 
ö 
4 
"0 
41 
* 
* 


a1 
Name, if they chuſe thoſe Repredintatdhht by 
the Operation of Bribes: For the Choice is, 
in Truth, made by thoſe who give the Bribes, 
not thoſe who fate them. If ever that In- 
fluence thoroughly prevails in theſe Elections, 
Farewell to the Liberties of Great- Britain: 
Thoſe who ſhould be the Guardians of our Li- 
berties, in Bar- to the Court are then prepared 
to be the Tools and Creatures of it. The 
. Britiſh Senate will then be like the Roman un- 
der the Emperors ;. and we ſhall groan under 
the worſt of Slavery, Legal, Parliamental Con- 
ſtitutional Slavery; which tho' the 2worſt of 
Evils that can be felt in this World, is how- 
ever, nothing, in Com pariſon of Damnation in 
the World to come. 
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